FREDERIC CHOPIN AND GEORGE SAND

in Paris as neighbours, and at Nohant as hostess and
guest. For, to glance again at the supposedly out-
raged convenances, Chopin " lived with " George
Sand, both in Paris and at Nohant, neither more nor
less, on the surface at least, than any other of her
intimate acquaintance. At Nohant he was one
among other of her visitors, and in Paris, though he
was her next-door neighbour, occupying one of her
pavilions in the Rue Pigalle, and later a house of his
own, next to hers, Madame Marliani occupying a
third, in the Cite (Court or Square) d'Orleans, his
establishment was always distinct from hers, and
his regard for the seemliness of their relationship
was scrupulous. " Chopin," says Niecks, " treated
George Sand with the greatest respect and devotion ;
he was always aux fetits soins with her. It is
characteristic of the man and exemplifies strikingly
the delicacy of his taste and feeling that his
demeanour in her house showed in no way the
intimate relation in which he stood to the mistress
of it : he seemed to be a guest like any other
occasional visitor."

Niecks tells one or two anecdotes, which give
charming glimpses of the two together among their
friends. On one occasion George Sand had been
rhapsodizing on the charms of country life.

"* How well you have spoken!5 said Chopin
naively.

" c You think so ?' she replied. * Well, then,
set me to music ! *
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